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POSSIBLE O’s FOR SUNDAY TALK SHOWS

» Why didn’t DoD respond to the attack on the USS Cole?
» Why was the Administration focused on going after Iraq?
» Why did it take so long to develop a pian to fight Al Qaeda? |

» Why did the Administration think it had 7 months to develop -
policy?

» You say the Administration was developing a tougher policy.
Absent 9/11, why do you think it would have been more
successful?

» Ben-Veniste said a long string of reports on the use of airplanes
as missiles was available. Did you ever see them?



For many years our strategy in dealing with terrorism was defense and law enforcement.
We did some things like working on force protection, etc, but when Kobar Towers, USS
Cole, East Africa Embassies were hit, we Would send out FBI and look for people we
exfradite, arrest and prosecute.

After 9/11 the president said this was war. That was a seminal, strategic insight and
decision, the brilliance of which is reflected in the fact that it looks so obvious. In fact it
was not obvious-because of our posture the many years before that, in which nobody said
it was war, In fact, us officials avoided the term war and took particular care of
addressing it as a law enforcement matter.

We acted as if terrorism were fundamentally a law enforcement problem. But we
recognized as a military problem and we were treating it as war. This had a lot of
consequences. 1) If we’re in a war, we are fighting terrorists in their state and non state
sponsors (law enforcement, you’re looking for an individual or individuals). In a war,
the enemy is a collective — this collective was unusual as it wasn’t an army or nation state
it was a network of terrorists with state and non-state sponsors. We went about
developing a strategy to fight a non-state network: domestlc/mtcmatlonal intel; financial,
military, diplomatic
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This document left at Starbucks contained a
hand-drawn map to Secretary Rumsfeld’s house.
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