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Possible Answers for Sunday Talk Shows 
(from American Progress) 
 
Tragically, Secretary Rumsfeld’s appearances on Fox News Sunday and ABC’s 
This Week failed to address these critical questions.  Because “Eric” may no 
longer be working for the Department of Defense, the Center for American 
Progress has taken the liberty of providing the answers: 
  
   
Why didn’t DoD respond to the attack on the USS Cole? 
  

• National missile defense wasn’t operational.  
  
Why was the Administration focused on going after Iraq? 
  

• Payback for 1991.  
  

Why did it take so long to develop a plan to fight Al Qaeda? 
  

• We were busy developing a plan to invade Iraq.  
  
Why did the Administration think it had 7 months to develop policy? 
  

• We made a point of ignoring as long as possible anything that was 
recommended to us by the Clinton Administration.  

  
You say the Administration was developing a tougher policy.  Absent 9/11, 
why do you think it would have been more successful? 
  

• Because everything we say is always true.  
  
Ben-Veniste said a long string of reports on the use of airplanes as 
missiles was available.  Did you ever see them? 
  

• Ben Veniste is disgruntled.  He’s angry that he was demoted from 
Watergate prosecutor to 9/11 Commissioner.  He’s writing a book about 
this string of reports and just wants to make a lot of money.  Ann Coulter 
and Robert Novak told me he can’t deal with an African-American 
woman.  And he’s contradicting himself – none of what he’s saying now is 
consistent with what he said during Watergate.  And anyway, he’s not in 
the loop.  

 








